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MAN FACING SEVERAL CHARGES, LINKED TO $300,000 IN THEFT 
 
A man bel ieved to be responsible for at least $300,000 in retai l  theft  across the metro 
area is now in ja i l ,  fac ing 16 criminal charges.  
 
Austin Bai ley,  age 35, was arrested on Tuesday, October 12t h by deputies with the 
Washington County Sheri f f ’s  Off ice,  after loss prevent ion employees in Beaverton 
recognized Bai ley as a known shopl i f t ing suspect and cal led pol ice.  When deputies 
arrived, Bai ley took off running and led deputies on a short foot pursui t before he was 
taken into custody. Deputies a lso recovered more than 40 pi l ls  suspected of containing 
fentanyl , meth and heroin from Bai ley at the t ime of his arrest .  
 
Detect ives wi th Tigard Pol ice have been investigating Bai ley for nearly  a year in 
connection with several large-scale theft  cases from big box stores in the metro area . To 
date,  investigators  bel ieve Bai ley has s tolen at least $300,000 in merchandise from retai l  
stores in Washington, Clackamas, Multnomah and Clark counties .  
 
Organized Retai l  Theft is  a  s ignif icant issue across our area,  where criminals work 
together to hit mult ip le s tores in a s tr ing of thefts . They often target high-end 
merchandise that can be stolen quickly , which they later sel l  for profi t .  
 
Detect ives wi th the Tigard Pol ice Commercia l  Crimes Uni t consider Bai ley’s  arrest  to be 
one of the most s ignif icant in recent memory when it  comes to retai l  theft .  He was 
indicted by a grand jury on several theft-related charges in June. 
 
Bai ley is  in the Washington County Jai l  charged with 1s t-degree aggravated theft  x4,  1 s t -
degree theft x6, ident ity theft and other outstanding warrants .  

 
The Washington County Sher i f f ’s  Off ice bel ieves Bai ley is respons ible for several open 
theft cases . The Beaverton Pol ice Department is  aware of at least one more case and 
addit ional charges against Bai ley are l ikely .  
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